Appendix A - Definitions
A. Child sexual exploitation (CSE)
Sexual exploitation is a form of sexual abuse in which young people are exploited, coerced and/or manipulated into
engaging in some form of sexual activity in return for something they need or desire and/or for the gain of a third
party. The “something” received by the child or young person can include both tangible items such as food,
somewhere to stay, drugs, alcohol, cigarettes or money and more intangible “rewards” such as perceived affection,
protection or a sense of value of belonging. Fear of what might happen if they do not comply can also be a significant
influencing factor.
Sexual exploitation can occur where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance in power to coerce,
manipulate or deceive a child into sexual activity. Whilst age may be the most obvious, this power imbalance can
also be due to a range of other factors including gender, sexual identity, cognitive ability, physical strength, status,
and access to economic or other resources. In some cases, the abuse will be in exchange for something the victim
needs or wants (e.g. food, accommodation, drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, affections, gifts, money) and/or will be to the
financial benefit or other advantage (such as increased status) of the perpetrator or facilitator. The abuse can be
perpetrated by individuals or groups, males or females, and children or adults. The abuse can be a one-off
occurrence or a series of incidents over time and range from opportunistic to complex organised abuse. It can
involve force and/or enticement-based methods of compliance and may, or may not, be accompanied by violence or
threats of violence. Victims can be exploited even when activity appears consensual and it should be noted
exploitation as well as being physical can be facilitated and/or take place online without the child’s immediate
recognition; for example, being persuaded to post sexual images on the internet/mobile phones without immediate
payment or gain.
Sexual exploitation can manifest itself in many different forms, including grooming, abuse by an individual who has
established a “seemingly consensual” relationship with a child or young person, informal “introductions” to other
(potential) abusers and the formal prostitution of a child. Children and young people can also find themselves
exploited through the production and distribution of sexual images or through exposure to such images. Common to
all these scenarios is an imbalance of power in favour of the abuser and some degree of coercion, intimidation,
exploitation, violence and/or enticement of the child or young person.
Key Facts about CSE
 Sexual exploitation often starts around the age of 10 years old. Girls are usually targeted from age 10 and
boys from age 8;
 It affects both girls and boys and can happen in all communities;
 Any person can be targeted but there are some particularly vulnerable groups: Looked after Children,
Children Leaving Care and Children with Disabilities;
 Victims of CSE may also be trafficked (locally, nationally and internationally);
 Over 70% of adults involved in prostitution were sexually exploited as children or teenagers.
Sexual violence or abuse against children represents a major public health and social welfare problem within UK
society, affecting 16% of children under 16. That is approximately 2 million children.
Good practice – Individuals
 Recognise the symptoms and distinguish them from other forms of abuse;
 Treat the child/young person as a victim of abuse;
 Understand the perspective / behaviour of the child/young person and be patient with them;
 Help the child/young person to recognise that they are being exploited;
 Collate as much information as possible;
 Share information with other agencies and seek advice / refer to Social Care.
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Good practice – Organisations
 Ensure robust safeguarding policies and procedures are in place which cover CSE;
 Promote and engage in effective multi-agency working to prevent abuse;
 Work to help victims move out of exploitation;
 Cooperate to enable successful investigations and prosecutions of perpetrators.
B. Child on child sexual violence and sexual harassment
Sexual violence and sexual harassment can occur between two children of any age and sex. It can also occur through
a group of children sexually assaulting or sexually harassing a single child or group of children.
Children who are victims of sexual violence and sexual harassment will likely find the experience stressful and
distressing. This will, in all likelihood, adversely affect their educational attainment. Sexual violence and sexual
harassment exist on a continuum and may overlap, they can occur online and offline (both physically and verbally)
and are never acceptable. It is important that all victims are taken seriously and offered appropriate support.
Reports of sexual violence and sexual harassment are extremely complex to manage. It is essential that victims are
protected, offered appropriate support and every effort is made to ensure their education is not disrupted. It is also
important that other children and school staff are supported and protected as appropriate.
Governing bodies and proprietors should be aware of the department advice: Sexual violence and sexual harassment
between children in schools and colleges
This emphasises the need for effective training and policies in schools and colleges; the need for schools / colleges to
respond on a case-by-case basis, supported by children’s social care and the police if required.
It breaks the requirement for schools down into bite size pieces
i.

The immediate response to a report
The emphasises here is on the importance of the school’s initial response to a report from a child. All victims
must be taken seriously, supported and kept safe. Clarity is given to how all staff should be trained to
manage a report, as with any safeguarding concern.
Partner agencies should be contacted to coordinate support for the children involved this may include a
referral to FRT and/the Police

ii.

Risk Assessment
Following a report of sexual violence, the DSL (or deputy DSL) should make an immediate assessment of risk
and assess the needs of the children concerned accordingly, planning in the first instance must include the
identified needs of the:
 the victim
 the alleged perpetrator
 all other children (and if appropriate adult students and staff).
All risk assessments should be recorded and regularly reviewed as more information comes to light or
circumstances change. The DSL (or deputy) should ensure they are engaging with children’s social care and
specialist services as part of the plan of support for the children involved. Clear records need to be retained
along with a chronology
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iii.

Action following a report of sexual violence and/or sexual harassment
What to consider
Schools should consider:
 the wishes of the victim in terms of how they want to proceed. A child’s wish not to proceed
however will need to be balanced against the need for protection. School/college will need to
escalate concerns to FRT/Police if there is a risk of harm or a crime has been committed, a child and
their family may need support to understand the duty of care the school/college holds
 the nature of the alleged incident
 the ages of the children involved
 the development stages of the children involved
 any power imbalance between the children
 is the incident a one-off or a sustained pattern of abuse?
 are there ongoing risks to the victim, other children, school or college staff?
 contextual safeguarding issues
A child centred approach is needed throughout and staff may need support in managing this emotive issue.
Support around use of language is crucial. It is rarely helpful to describe children’s activities using adult
terms such as perpetrator and victim. This has to be balanced with the need to ensure there is a clear
understanding that sexual violence and sexual harassment is not acceptable and will not be tolerated.

iv.

Options to manage the report
Four scenarios for schools and colleges have been included to support staff to consider when managing any
reports of sexual violence and/or sexual harassment.
 Manage internally – the school manages incidents.
 Early help – multi-agency early help
 Referrals to children’s social care
 Reporting to the police – in parallel to children’s social care

v.

Considering bail conditions
It is unlikely that a child will be on police bail with conditions attached, so it is essential that when there is a
criminal investigation there is joined up working between the school or college, children’s social care and the
police to ensure all children involved are supported.

vi.

Managing any delays in the criminal process
There may be delays in any criminal case but schools and colleges should not wait for the outcome before
putting protective measures in place

vii.

The end of the criminal process
Regardless of whether a child is convicted of a crime or not, all the children involved should be protected.

viii.

Ongoing response for the victim
Appropriate support should be available on an ongoing basis to the victim. The guidance includes sources of
specific support. The guidance makes it clear that schools need to consider safeguarding issues around the
victim and alleged perpetrator sharing classes and sharing space at school or college.

ix.

Safeguarding and supporting the alleged perpetrator
Schools need to manage the balance between supporting the victim and ensuring the rights of the alleged
perpetrator to an education
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C. Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)
i.

CCE is where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, control, manipulate or
deceive a child into any criminal activity (a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for
the financial or other advantage of the perpetrator or facilitator and/or (c) through violence or the threat of
violence. The

ii.

victim may have been criminally exploited even if the activity appears consensual. CCE does not always involve
physical contact; it can also occur through the use of technology.

iii.

CCE can include children being forced to work in cannabis factories, being coerced into moving drugs or money
across the country (county lines, see page 85 for more information), forced to shoplift or pickpocket, or to
threaten other young people.

iv.

Some of the following can be indicators of CCE:







children who appear with unexplained gifts or new possessions;
children who associate with other young people involved in exploitation;
children who suffer from changes in emotional well-being;
children who misuse drugs and alcohol;
children who go missing for periods of time or regularly come home late; and
children who regularly miss school or education or do not take part in education.

D. Child Drug Exploitation
The supply of class A drugs, from urban hubs to county towns, continues to be a widespread feature of gang-related
activity and a key driver for their criminality. ‘County lines’ is the term used to describe gangs and organised criminal
networks involved in exporting illegal drugs (primarily crack cocaine and heroin) into one or more importing areas
[within the UK], using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”. These gangs pose a significant
threat to vulnerable adults and specifically to children who are increasingly relied on in the conduct of this
criminality. Violence, kidnapping, the use of weapons and control through ruthless debt manipulation are frequent
methods of controlling the adults and, as a result, the children involved.
Children in urban centres are frequently recruited to courier drugs and money. They are used as they are an
inexpensive resource and easily controlled. Over 80% of areas with drugs issues saw the exploitation of children aged
11 -18 years by gangs. In almost all areas children are groomed with gifts and promises of money. Children from
disadvantaged backgrounds are amongst those most vulnerable to gangs and White British children are seen as less
likely to be targeted by law enforcement.
A recent report highlights:
 young adult female mothers with compliant young children where gangs enter relationships to utilise the
controlling effect of threats of violence or actual physical harm on children
 the importance of mobile phones in controlling and managing the supply of drugs
 the risks of young children being increasingly exposed to drug dealing
 the use of sexual exploitation to enforce possession and storage of drugs
 accessibility of girls through drug related gangs to sexual exploitation with associated risks for young people.
One of the ways of identifying potential involvement in county lines are missing episodes (both from home
and school), when the victim may have been trafficked for the purpose of transporting drugs and a referral
to the National Referral Mechanism should be considered.
If a child is suspected to be at risk of or involved in county lines, a safeguarding referral should be considered
alongside consideration of availability of local services/third sector providers who offer support to victims of
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county lines exploitation. Further information on the signs of a child’s involvement in county lines is available
in guidance published by the Home Office
E. Human Trafficking/Modern Human Slavery
Modern slavery is a term that covers:
1. human trafficking
2. slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour
1. A sometimes-overlooked avenue of child protection is that of human trafficking1 which can be used where a
child or young person (including those aged 18 or over) has been trafficked for the purpose of sexual
exploitation. Under this legislation, it is an offence to arrange or facilitate the travel of another person with a
view to their being exploited, whether or not the victim consents to the travel. This covers entering,
departing or travelling within any country or when a child is moved from one city to another within the UK.
The offence covers recruiting, transporting, transferring, harbouring, receiving or exchanging control of that
person.
2. The United Nations defines human trafficking as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or
receipt of persons by improper means (such as force, abduction, fraud, or coercion) for an improper purpose
including slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour, or sexual exploitation. It takes on many forms
today:
 Domestic Servitude - Employees working in private homes are forced or coerced into serving and/or
fraudulently convinced that they have no option to leave.
 Forced Labour - Human beings are forced to work under the threat of violence and for no pay. These
slaves are treated as property and exploited to create a product for commercial sale.
 Child Labour and enslavement — whether forced labour, domestic servitude, bonded labour or sex
trafficking — of a child.
 Sex Trafficking - Women, men or children that are forced into the commercial sex industry and held
against their will by force, fraud or coercion.
 Bonded Labour - Individuals that are compelled to work to repay a debt and unable to leave until the
debt is repaid. It is the most common form of enslavement in the world.
 Forced Marriage – Women and children who are forced to marry another person without their consent
or against their will (see F). This is frequently under age and is linked to children missing from education
(for details see H and ODST policy guidance)
The National Referral Mechanism (NRM) is a framework for identifying and referring potential victims of modern
slavery and ensuring they receive the appropriate support.
F. Female Genital Mutilation FGM
FGM is child abuse and a form of violence against women and girls, and therefore should be dealt with as part of
existing child safeguarding/protection structures, policies and procedures.
FGM is illegal in the UK. In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, the practice is illegal under the Female Genital
Mutilation Act 2003.
Other than in the excepted circumstances, it is an offence for any person (regardless of their nationality or
residence status) to:
 perform FGM in England, Wales or Northern Ireland (section 1 of the Act);
 assist a girl to carry out FGM on herself in England, Wales or Northern Ireland (section 2 of the Act); and

To simplify and condense human trafficking offences, The Modern Slavery Act 2015 introduced one offence of human trafficking covering sexual and nonsexual exploitation. Trafficking Offences contained in the Sexual Offences Act 2003 and The Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 have now been repealed and
replaced by the offence of Human Trafficking
1
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Assist (from England, Wales or Northern Ireland) a non-UK person to carry out FGM outside the UK on a UK
national or permanent UK resident (section 3 of the Act).

If a teacher, in the course of their work in the profession, discovers that an act of Female Genital Mutilation appears
to have been carried out on a girl under the age of 18 the teacher must report this to the police
G. Forced marriages (FM)
FM is now a specific offence under s121 of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 that came into
force on 16 June 2014.
A FM is a marriage conducted without the valid consent of one or both parties, and where duress is a factor. Forced
marriage is when someone experiences duress to marry (physical, psychological, financial, sexual and emotional
pressure (e.g. if someone is made to feel like they’re bringing shame on their family). In the cases of some
vulnerable adults who lack the capacity to consent, coercion is not required for a marriage to be forced. Honourbased abuse can be a trigger for a forced marriage.
In an arranged marriage, the families of both prospective spouses take a leading role in arranging the marriage, but
the choice of whether or not to accept the arrangement still remains with the couple.
FM is illegal in England and Wales. This includes:
 taking someone overseas to force them to marry (whether or not the forced marriage takes place);
 marrying someone who lacks the mental capacity to consent to the marriage (whether they’re pressured to
or not).
H. Preventing radicalisation
Children are vulnerable to extremist ideology and radicalisation. Similar to protecting children from other forms of
harms and abuse, protecting children from this risk should be a part of a schools’ or colleges’ safeguarding approach.





Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, including democracy, the rule of law,
individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. This also includes
calling for the death of members of the armed forces.
Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and extremist ideologies
associated with terrorist groups.
Terrorism is an action that endangers or causes serious violence to a person/people; causes serious damage
to property; or seriously interferes or disrupts an electronic system. The use or threat must be designed to
influence the government or to intimidate the public and is made for the purpose of advancing a political,
religious or ideological cause.

Prevent - The Counter Terrorism & Security Act 2015.
The Act places a Prevent duty on specified schools to have “due regard to the need to prevent people from being
drawn into terrorism”. The education and childcare specified authorities in Schedule 6 to the Act are as follows:
 The proprietors of maintained schools, non-maintained special schools, maintained nursery schools,
independent schools (including academies and free schools) and alternative provision academies, PRUs,
registered early years’ providers, registered late years providers and some holiday schemes.
We are clear that exploitation of vulnerable children and radicalisation should be viewed as a safeguarding concern
and follows the Department for Education guidance for schools and childcare providers on preventing children and
young people from being drawn into terrorism.
Schools subject to the Prevent Duty will be expected to demonstrate activity in the following areas:
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Assessing the risk of children being drawn into terrorism;
Demonstrate that they are protecting children and young people from being drawn into terrorism by having
robust safeguarding policies;
Ensure that their safeguarding arrangements take into account the policies and procedures of the Local
Safeguarding Children Board;
Make sure that staff have training that gives them the knowledge and confidence to identify children at risk
of being drawn into terrorism, and to challenge extremist ideas which can be used to legitimise terrorism;
Expected to ensure children are safe from terrorist and extremist material when accessing the internet in
school.

School staff receive training (Prevent awareness e-learning) to help identify early signs of radicalisation and
extremism. Indicators of vulnerability to radicalisation and our procedures are detailed in the ‘Tackling Extremism &
Radicalisation Policy’.
Opportunities are provided in the curriculum to enable pupils to discuss issues of religion, ethnicity and culture and
the school follows the DfE advice Promoting Fundamental British Values as part of SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and
Cultural education) in Schools (2014). Educate Against Hate, is a government website designed to support school
teachers and leaders to help them safeguard their students from radicalisation and extremism.
The school governors, the Executive Headteachers and the Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) will assess the level
of risk within the school and put actions in place to reduce that risk. Risk assessment may include the use of school
premises by external agencies, anti-bullying policy and other issues specific to the school’s profile, community and
philosophy. Buckinghamshire Council provides guidance on Prevent Risk Assessment processes and recording
formats.
When any member of staff has concerns that a pupil may be at risk of radicalisation or involvement in terrorism,
they should speak with the DSL. They should then follow normal safeguarding procedures. If the matter is urgent
then the Police must be contacted. The Department of Education has also set up a dedicated telephone helpline for
staff and governors to raise concerns around PREVENT (020 7340 7264).
Extremism
Extremism goes beyond terrorism and includes people who target the vulnerable – including the young – by seeking
to sow division between communities on the basis of race, faith or denomination; justify discrimination towards
women and girls; persuade others that minorities are inferior; or argue against the primacy of democracy and the
rule of law in our society. Extremism is defined in the Counter Extremism Strategy 2015 as the vocal or active
opposition to our fundamental values, including the rule of law, individual liberty and the mutual respect and
tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We also regard calls for the death of members of our armed forces as
extremist.
Thames Valley Police Prevent Officers
High Wycombe – PC Praveen Liyanage
prav.liyanage@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
07800 702 037
Milton Keynes - PC Rachel Mahon
rachel.mahon@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
07970 397 057
Aylesbury / Chiltern Vale – PC Jeffrey Singleton
jeffrey.singleton@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
07980 905 203
Guidance
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http://www.bucks-lscb.org.uk/professionals/exploitation/prevent-radicalisation/
http://www.bucks-lscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Professionals/Channel-Leaflet-FINAL-professionals-Jan17.pdf
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/your-council-and-elections/council-information-and-accounts/equalities/prevent
I. Youth produced sexual imagery - Sexting
Sharing photos and videos online is part of daily life for many people, enabling them to share their experiences,
connect with friends and record their lives. This increase in the speed and ease of sharing imagery has brought
concerns about young people producing and sharing sexual imagery of themselves. This can expose them to risks,
particularly if the imagery is shared further, including embarrassment, bullying and increased vulnerability to sexual
exploitation.
Youth produced sexual imagery refers to both images and videos where:
 A person under the age of 18 creates and shares sexual imagery of themselves with a peer under the age of
18;
 A person under the age of 18 shares sexual imagery created by another person under the age of 18 with a
peer under the age of 18 or an adult;
 A person under the age of 18 is in possession of sexual imagery created by another person under the age of
18.
 Upskirting - taking a picture under a person’s clothing without them knowing, with the intention of viewing
their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm.
All incidents of this nature should be treated as a safeguarding concern and in line with the UKCCIS guidance ‘Sexting
in schools and colleges: responding to incidents and safeguarding young people’.
‘Upskirting’ became a criminal offence under the Voyeurism Act. The act outlaws ‘upskirting’ where the purpose is to
obtain sexual gratification, or to cause humiliation, distress or alarm. This includes instances where culprits say
images were just taken ‘for a laugh’ or when paparazzi are caught taking intrusive images. The updated guidance in
KCSIE will ensure upskirting is correctly identified and enforced, with offenders facing up to 2 years in jail and being
placed on the sex offenders register.
Cases where sexual imagery of people under 18 has been shared by adults and where sexual imagery of a person of
any age has been shared by an adult to a child is child sexual abuse and should be responded to accordingly.
Producing and sharing sexual images of under 18s is illegal.
The response to these incidents will be guided by the principle of proportionality and the primary concern at all
times of the welfare and protection of the young people involved. However, when an incident involving children or
young people produced sexual imagery comes to a school or Academy’s attention:





The incident should be referred to the Designated Person as soon as possible;
The Designated Safeguarding Lead should hold an initial review meeting with appropriate school staff;
There should be subsequent interviews with the young people involved (if appropriate);
Parents should be informed at an early stage and involved in the process unless there is good reason to
believe that involving parents would put the young person at risk of harm;

Immediate referral at the initial review stage should be made to Children’s Social Care/Police if:
 The incident involves an adult;
 There is good reason to believe that a young person has been coerced, blackmailed or groomed or if there
are concerns about their capacity to consent (for example, owing to special education needs);
 What you know about the imagery suggests the content depicts sexual acts which are unusual for the child’s
development stage or are violent;
 The imagery involves sexual acts;
 The imagery involves anyone aged 12 or under.
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At any point in the process if there is a concern a young person has been harmed or is at risk of harm a referral
should be made to children’s social care and/or the police immediately.

Referrals:
http://www.bucks-lscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/BSCB-Procedures/Referral_Flowchart.pdf
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/children-young-people-families/worried-about-a-child
Threshold Guidance and Risk assessment:
http://www.bucks-lscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/BSCB-Procedures/Thresholds_Guidance_Nov_2015.pdf
or
https://www.mkscb.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/fv_MKSB-Levels-of-Need_April-2019.pdf
J. Children Missing Education
Children missing education are children of compulsory school age who are not registered pupils at a school and are
not receiving suitable education otherwise than at a school. Children missing education are at significant risk of:
underachieving, being victims of harm, abuse and neglect, including sexual abuse and sexual exploitation, and
radicalisation, or becoming NEET (not in education, employment or training) later in life.
Effective information sharing between parents, schools and local authorities who have a statutory function to make
arrangements to identify, as far as it is possible to do so, children missing education (CME). We believe this is critical
to ensuring that all children of compulsory school age are safe and receiving suitable education and will cooperate
with local authorities to help them fulfil their statutory function.
We will monitor unauthorised absences and take appropriate action including notifying the local authority
particularly where children go missing on repeat occasions and/or are missing for periods during the school day in
conjunction with the Trust’s policy ‘Children missing education: guidance for Headteachers and Governing Bodies’.
Staff must be alert to signs of children at risk of travelling to conflict zones, female genital mutilation and forced
marriage.
K. Children with family members in prison
Approximately 200,000 children have a parent sent to prison each year. Trustees are clear of the increased risk for
these children of poverty, stigma, isolation and poor mental health. These frequently lead to poor outcomes in
school in academic success, social skills and relationships and in the behaviours presented in lessons and more
generally around school.
The Three Schools will support pupils with parents or carers in prison through targeted work with individuals and
peer groups. Support and resources to support schools and teachers are available through the National Information
Centre on Children of Offenders (NICCO).
NICCO
https://www.nicco.org.uk/
Homelessness Reduction Act: policy factsheets - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/homelessnessreduction-bill-policy-factsheets
L. Serious violence
Children who are at risk from, or are involved with, serious violent crime, indicators of which may include receiving
unexplained gifts or new possessions, increased absence from school and changes in friendship or relationships with
older individuals or groups; significant decline in performance; signs of self-harm or a significant change in wellbeing;
signs of assault or unexplained injury .
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The Serious Violence Strategy, which was introduced by the government in 2018, identifies offences such as
homicides and knife and gun crime as key factors which account for around one percent of all recorded crime. The
impact of serious violent crime on individuals and the community is significant. Tackling serious violence requires a
multiple-strand approach involving a range of partners across different sectors.
The main areas that the Serious Violence Strategy focuses on are:
● tackling county lines
● early intervention and prevention
● supporting communities and local partnerships
● effective law enforcement and the criminal justice response.
The new duties shift focus to early intervention and our schools are encouraged to work with local authorities to
support those at risk.
M. Homelessness
Being homeless or being at risk of becoming homeless presents a real risk to a child’s welfare. The designated
safeguarding lead (and any deputies) should be aware of contact details and referral routes into the Local Housing
Authority so they can raise/progress concerns at the earliest opportunity. Homelessness Reduction Act: Policy
factsheets – https://www.gov.uk/governement/publications/homlessness-reducation-bill-policy-factsheets
Indicators that a family may be at risk of homelessness include household debt, rent arrears, domestic abuse and
anti-social behaviour, as well as the family being asked to leave a property. Whilst referrals and or discussion with
the Local Housing Authority should be progressed as appropriate, this does not, and should not, replace a referral
into children’s social care where a child has been harmed or is at risk of harm.
The Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 places a new legal duty on English councils to provide everyone who is
homeless or at risk of homelessness access to meaningful help including an assessment of their needs and
circumstances, the development of a personalised housing plan, and work to help them retain their accommodation
or find a new place to live.
The new duties shift focus to early intervention and our schools are encouraged to work with local authorities to
support those at risk.
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Bucks Home Choice - http://www.buckshomechoice.gov.uk/choice/
Aylesbury Vale District Council
The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 8FF
Tel: 01296 585197
Chiltern District Council
King George V Road, Amersham, Bucks HP6 5AW
Tel: 01494 732013
South Bucks District Council
Capswood, Oxford Road, Denham, Bucks UB9 4LH
Tel: 01895 837200
Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust
Fairfax House, 69 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 2NJ
Tel: 01296 732600
Wycombe District Council
Queen Victoria Road, High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 1BB
Tel: 01494 421212
MK Housing: https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/housing
Milton Keynes
Civic Offices 1 Saxon Gate East Central Milton Keynes MK9 3EJ
01908 253481
N. Cultural Issues including honour-based abuse
At the Three Schools we are aware of the cultural diversity of the community around our schools and seek to work
sensitively to address the unique culture of our pupils and their families as they relate to safeguarding and child
protection. This includes children at risk of harm from abuse linked to a belief in spirit possession on the part of their
parent, carer or wider community.
We are aware of the harm to children that can be caused by practices linked to culture, faith and beliefs and
promote awareness through training and access to resources. Our staff will report concerns about abuse linked to
culture, faith and beliefs in the same way as other child protection concerns.
We support pupils, via targeted sessions and delivery through our curriculum, to understand that some aspects of
cultural or religious practice and beliefs could cause harm and they should turn to someone they trust or an
organisation such as ChildLine for help and support. Links with local services, community organisations and faith
leaders to provide support and helpful information on what is safe and unsafe practice within the culture/faith,
groups of our school community.
So-called ‘honour-based’ violence (HBV) encompasses incidents or crimes which have been committed to protect or
defend the honour of the family and/or the community, including female genital mutilation (FGM), forced marriage,
and practices such as breast ironing. New guidance has extended the concept of honour-based violence to include
FGM and Forced marriage.
Abuse committed in the context of preserving “honour” often involves a wider network of family or community
pressure and can include multiple perpetrators. It is important to be aware of this dynamic and additional risk
factors when deciding what form of safeguarding action to take.
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All forms of HBV are abuse (regardless of the motivation) and should be handled and escalated as such. Professionals
in all agencies, and individuals and groups in relevant communities, need to be alert to the possibility of a child being
at risk of HBV, or already having suffered HBV.
Staff understand that whilst we try always to work in partnership with families, sharing information with a parent or
member of the family is not appropriate in some instances where there may be cultural differences of opinion on
abuse. If they have a concern regarding a child that might be at risk of HBV or who has suffered from HBV, they
should speak to the designated safeguarding lead (or deputy). As appropriate, they will activate local safeguarding
procedures, using existing national and local protocols for multiagency liaison with police and children’s social care.
Where FGM has taken place, since 31 October 2015 there has been a mandatory reporting duty placed on teachers
that requires a different approach (see following section).
O. Mental Health
Mental health problems can, in some cases, be an indicator that a child has suffered or is at risk of suffering abuse,
neglect or exploitation. Schools have a central role to play in enabling their pupils to be resilient and to support good
mental health and wellbeing. It is important that schools promote good mental wellbeing for all pupils. Education
about relationships, sex and health can be important vehicles through which schools can teach pupils about mental
health and wellbeing.
A school’s approach to mental health and behaviour should be part of a consistent whole school approach to mental
health and wellbeing. This should involve providing a structured school environment with clear expectations of
behaviour, well communicated social norms and routines, which are reinforced with highly consistent consequence
systems. This should be paired
with an individualised graduated response when the behavioural issues might be a result of educational, mental
health, other needs or vulnerabilities.
Where children have suffered abuse and neglect, or other potentially traumatic adverse childhood experiences, this
can have a lasting impact throughout childhood, adolescence and into adulthood. It is key that staff are aware of
how these children’s experiences, can impact on their mental health, behaviour and education.
Only appropriately trained professionals should attempt to make a diagnosis of a mental health problem. Staff,
however, are well placed to observe children day-to-day and identify those whose behaviour suggests that they may
be experiencing a mental health problem or be at risk of developing one.
If staff have a mental health concern about a child that is also a safeguarding concern, immediate action should be
taken, following their child protection policy and speaking to the designated safeguarding lead or a deputy.
Resources
 Mental health and behaviour in schools
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